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Backdoor Threat in Transfer Learning Why Current Defenses Fail in Transfer Learning

Our Proactive Design: Trusted Core Bootstrapping

Reactive vs Proactive

Reactive solution: Identifying what constitutes poisoned features or 
characteristics (followed by eliminating these poison elements). 
• Known threats
• What if the threats are unknown: e.g., novel types of attacks, different 

training paradigms. 

Proactive mindset: identifying and amplifying clean elements to defend 
against unknown backdoor threats.

Experiments
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